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Revi ew. ' The reader sees the transformation of the battered
soul into a buoyant wonan, openm nded and open-hearted' -
Hilary Mantel, Spectator.
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| nstead of a Letter. by Diana Athill (Norton; $). Athill, now
ninety-two years old, won admration here for her recent
menmoirs “Stet” and.
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It is nearly 50 years since Instead of a Letter, Athill's
menoir of betrayed |love, her "failure" as an unmarried,
chil dl ess woman, and her buil di ng.
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Yet for all its unhappiness, Instead of a Letter remains a
story of hope, witten with the frank intelligence and | ack of
self-pity that have becone the hall marks of.
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(Spani sh Edition).

| foresee being glad to re-read this book at sone point.

Enl arge cover. The one aspect which | found | ess satisfactory
Is the patchy nature of the book which starts avoi di ng

subj ects because they have been earnarked for other books.
First, | et meacknow edgewher el hear dabout t hi sbook. In the

begi nning of this nmenoir Athill recalls her own grandnother's
deat hbed questioning of the latter's live's worth. Your order
I S now being processed and we have sent a confirmation enail
to you at. First, | etneacknowl edgewher el hear daboutt hi sbook. The
Salt Path. Diana Athill is a perfectly British witer of great
I nsi ght .
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